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SUNDAY 29th NOVEMBER 2020 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT : GOSPEL: ST. MARK 13.33-37 ‘STAY AWAKE’ 

 
 

This First Sunday of Advent is the first day of the new liturgical year – Year B – when we will listen, most Sundays, to the 
Gospel of St Mark.  Advent gets its name from the Latin word adventus, meaning ‘coming’ or ‘arrival’.   
In December, our immediate thoughts might be on Christmas and, of course, it is Christmas, the celebration and the 
wonder of the birth of Jesus, our Saviour, that our Catholic faith asks us to prepare for, in our hearts and minds, during 
this Advent season.  The preparation of which the Gospel speaks today, however, is for the coming of the Lord at the 
end of time, when He will take all creation to Himself. Jesus tells us to ‘Stay Awake’ - to be ready!  In effect, we are called 
to live our daily lives to the best of our ability, guided by Scripture and prayer, and nourished by the Eucharist so that 
when the time comes, we will, one day, earn a place in God’s heavenly kingdom. 
We pray today that we will use well the opportunities that the prayerful Season of Advent provides for spiritual growth so 
that, as we journey together in hope, we will be a watchful people, well prepared for the Christmas celebrations.  

 

ADVENT BOOKLET – FOR PERSONAL AND FAMILY PRAYER IN YOUR HOME 
 

As you prepare for Christmas at home, I invite all our parishioners to pick up a free copy of the 
ADVENT booklet – from the church or from O’Donnell’s shop.   

This booklet contains many ideas for personal and family prayer during this holy season of Advent. 

 
 

S U N D A Y   M A S S E S:  
Vigil, Saturday, 7.30pm – live-streamed from Aghyaran     

Sunday Morning, 11.00am – live-streamed from Aghyaran 
 
 
 

W E E K D A Y   M A S S E S:  
     Monday: 7.30pm  –  live-streamed from St Patrick’s, Castlederg 

Tuesday and Thursday: 10.00am  –  live-streamed from St Patrick’s, Aghyaran 
                                    First Friday: 10.00am  –  live-streamed from St Patrick’s, Castlederg 

 

 
 

Live-streaming: www.parishofaghyaranparish.com or  www.castledergparish.com    
 

Unfortunately, for the next two weeks, we are unable to have a congregation present at Mass.  However, 
the Church WILL ALL BE OPEN at the usual times, other than when Mass is being celebrated.  Please feel 
free to come and pray or to light a candle.  We urge all parishioners, when entering and leaving the church, 
to use the hand sanitiser provided, and to wear a face covering if possible when in the church.   

 
THANK YOU for your generosity in last week’s collection, which amounted to £557 and the Church Restoration Fund  
Collection totalled £440. Thanks also for your contribution to the Retired Priests Collection which totalled £589.54 
(including euro) and the Propagation of the Faith Collection which totalled £776.50 Envelopes can continue to be left 
through the door of the Parochial House. A donation of £100 was also received for the Webcam fee. 
 

TROCAIRE GLOBAL GIFTS: Trocaire Gift Cards are now available from Bernie McGuire and because of Covid 
restrictions they can not be purchased in the church as was normal in previous years. For this reason Bernie 
can be contacted directly on 8167 0122  for you to make your purchase as usual.  Likewise, the Bucket Collection 
can not  be taken up after Masses the first 2 weeks of Advent,  so (with Fr. Gilmore’s permission) you are asked 
to put your contribution in an envelope and put through letterbox of parochial house. Please write TROCAIRE 
on the outside of the envelope. 

 
CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE:  Sadly, this year, we are not able to enjoy worship and carols together for the switching 
on of the lights in the Diamond but, not to be defeated, the local clergy got together last week at the Once in Royal 
David’s City garden here in Aghyaran, to record a special service.  This has now been published on social media 
 

NEXT SUNDAY, the Second Sunday of Advent, we will listen to is St Mark 1:1-18: Prepare a Way for the Lord.  As 
we start the new  liturgical year, you may wish to familiarise yourself with the Word of God before hearing it at 
Sunday Mass, to give yourself an opportunity to better understand what God is saying to us in the Sunday 
Scriptures. If you are interested in looking at the Scripture Readings in advance of Sunday Mass, you can access 
them on website: www.catholicbishops.ie/readings.  (The weekday readings are also available on this site).   
 

I continue to be available during the next two weeks and, although I am not permitted to 
make routine house visits, I will be glad to visit the sick in case of emergency In these 

circumstances, I will take every precaution to keep you and your family safe. 



THE NEW CHURCH (LITURGICAL) YEAR starts today, on the First Sunday of Advent.  It is Year B.  We will 

listen, most Sundays, to the Gospel of St Mark.  While Mark’s Gospel is presented in the Bible as the second of 

the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke & John), it is believed to be the first written of the four Gospels (thought 

to have been written between 50 – 70 AD).  It is the shortest of the Gospels, with just 16 chapters.   

Mark’s Gospel tells of the ministry of Jesus, from His baptism by John the Baptist to His death and burial and 

the discovery of the empty tomb.  Presenting Jesus as the Son of God, and the messenger of God, Jesus is pictured 

by Mark as a man of action and authority. He presents His teachings in a straightforward, vigorous way, with 

emphasis on what He did, rather than on His words.  Mark was not one of the first disciples of Jesus, but he was 

a companion of Peter (Simon Peter) and, although the book was written by Mark, much of it is thought to be the 

eye-witness accounts of Peter during Peter’s ministry with Jesus.  Most importantly, Mark’s Gospel gives us a vivid 

portrayal of authentic discipleship and, as the disciples of today, we are called to apply it to our lives in a practical 

manner. 

 

S Y M B O L I S M   O F   T H E   A D V E N T   W R E A T H 
 

The Advent Wreath draws us to focus on the advent (coming) of the Light of Christ into the world. 
 

 

 

 The wreath is made of evergreens, signifying everlasting life. 
 
 

 

 The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end, symbolises the eternity of God, 

 unending love, the immortality of the soul, and the promise of everlasting life in Christ. 
 

 

 

 Cones and berries can be used to decorate the wreath,  

and are symbolic of the fruits of salvation. 
 

 
 

 The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent:  

(1. Hope, 2. Peace, 3. Joy and 4. Love). 

They are lit gradually – one each week – drawing us out of darkness into light.  

This symbolises not only First Coming of Christ into the world, 

but His Second Coming at the end of history. 
 
 

 

 Three candles are purple, the penitential colour used in Advent (and Lent).   

One candle is rose; it is lit on the third Sunday of Advent,  

known as Gaudete Sunday, (Gaudete meaning Rejoice),  

symbolising our joyful expectation of the imminent coming of the Light of Christ.  

 The white candle in the middle represents Christ, and is lit on Christmas Day 
 

 

 

 
 “Lockdown 2.0” 

Over the next two weeks we are not permitted to have a congregation in attendance at Mass.  In spite of this, I 
hope that you will join with me as Mass is streamed live from here St Patrick;s, Aghyaran  You are invited to make 
an act of Spiritual Communion at the time when Holy Communion would usually be distributed.  Below is a copy of 
the prayer I will lead:  

 
 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

 
 

ST. DAVOG’S CLUB 
 Club Draw: The November club members monthly draw will take place this weekend Good luck to all our 
draw members. The big Christmas members draw which takes place on Saturday 12th December where 
£7,000 will be paid out on the night.  We urge all draw members to make sure they are fully paid to permit 
them to be enter into the draw. Last Person Standing: We now have 14 still hunting the grand in the hand!  
Sympathy: The committee and members of St Davog’s offer their condolences to the following families on 
their recent bereavements - Marty Gallen (Castlederg), Rose Dooley (Killeter), Patsy Boyle 
(Castlederg/Omagh), Harry McHugh (Magherakeel). Mary Queen of the Gael pray for them. 


