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SUNDAY 24 JANUARY 2021 – THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – ST JOHN 1:35-42 
GOSPEL: MARK 1:14-20  -  ‘At once they left their nets and followed Him’ 

 
 

‘Follow me and I will make you into fishers of men’ – Jesus’ invitation to the four fishermen, is open to all of 
us.  Leaving behind old ways, taking on a new mindset and embracing new challenges is not always easy but 
it is something that has been forced upon all of us and on our lifestyles in the past year.  Embracing ‘the new’ 
can bring with it uncertainty, doubt and fear – fear of the unknown.    
Responding positively to the call of Jesus does not mean leaving behind our everyday lives and responsibilities 
to go on some unknown journey, but it does mean that, in ‘the new’ of our everyday lives, we place our trust 
in the vision that God has for us.  We pray today for the courage to disentangle from the things in our lives 
that prevent us from following Jesus, and to place our confidence in the knowledge that He will lead us down 
a road of true discipleship that will one day lead us to the endless horizon of God’s kingdom.   

 
 

 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Weekend Masses in St Patrick’s, Aghyaran 
 Vigil 7.30pm (every Saturday)  

Sunday morning 11.00am (31st January, 7th and 21st February).  
 Weekday Masses: Tuesday 10.00am, Thursday 10.00am. Catholic Schools Week Mass 
You are invited to participate in these masses via webcam: www.parishofaghyaran.com 

 

Weekend Masses in St Patrick’s, Castlederg will be as follows: Vigil 6.00pm (every Saturday)   
Sunday 11.00am (24th January, 14th and 28th February) 

Weekday Masses in St Patrick’s, Castlederg:  Monday, 7.30pm, Friday, 10.00am 
 

You are invited to participate in these Masses by webcam:  www.castledergparish.com  
 
 

     
THANK YOU for your generosity in last week’s collection which amounted to £417 and the Church Restoration Fund  
Collection totalled £404 Envelopes can continue to be left through the door of the Parochial House. Standing Orders for 
November and December totalled: Weekly £640 and Church Restoration Fund £947. 
 
ONLINE PRE-MARRIAGE COURSE:  Preparing for Marriage?  Catholic Engaged Encounter is hosting a 'Zoom' online 
Marriage Preparation Course on 27 - 28 March 2021.  This 2-day course is a positive way of preparing for Marriage 
aimed at enabling you to discover ways of enriching your future relationship.  For further information or bookings, email 
marriageencounter.ie or telephone 028 276 385 12. 
 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK – 24-31 JANUARY: The theme this year is Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith and 
Resilience.  There is no doubt whatsoever that our school communities – staff, children and parents – have had to be 
resilient in the incredible challenges they have had to face in the last year, with no immediate let-up in sight.   
The normal activities associated with Catholic Schools Week are not feasible this year, but I will celebrate the 10.00am 
Mass on Thursday of this week, 28th January, for the intentions of everyone who is part of the St Caireall’s PS 
community – the children, the teachers, ancillary staff, and the parents, grandparents and family members who have 
supported the children in so many ways during the Covid pandemic, and continue to do so.  I ask you to join me on the 
parish webcam for this Mass.  In particular, I ask that parents make special effort for their children to participate in this 
Mass. 

 

NET:  The January edition of The Net is available online, on www.derrydiocese.org, or you can access it through 
our parish Facebook page.  As always, there is a wide range of news, interviews and photos in it.  There is an 
article this month by Fr Peter McCawille SMA on, ‘Hanging on to Hope in 2021’. 

 
 
Please note, I will continue to be available at the Parochial House, as normal.   Please feel free to 
contact me.    While there will be no routine visitation of the sick, I can do house calls, by arrangement, 
in the case of an emergency or where there is a particular worry or concern. 
 
 
 



ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

This is the version we recite during each of our Masses: 

you are encouraged to pray it and to teach it to children who have made their First Holy Communion. 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. 

 

NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF LOURDES:  I invite you to join with me in praying a Novena to Our Lady of 
Lourdes, starting on 3 February, for the Sick. The Novena will finish on 11 February, which is Feast of Our 
Lady of Lourdes and is World Day of Prayer for the Sick.   
A Novena Prayer will be published in our parish newsletter next week and also on our parish Facebook page.  
It will be prayed each time I celebrate Mass - you can participate online, and/or you can pray it in your home, 
perhaps with family members or, if it suits you, you can come along to the church to pray it at a time that suits 
you.  Each day, we will have a different prayer intention, which will be published.  .   
We all know people who are sick at this time and I ask, in particular, that you bring this Novena of Prayer for 
the Sick to the attention of anyone you may know who is suffering from any form of sickness, to give them the 
opportunity to participate in these special days of prayer in our parish.  Thank you.  

 

SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD 

 

Today, the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, we celebrate Sunday of the Word of God.  In 2019, Pope 
Francis declared the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time each year as Sunday of the Word of God.  In declaring 
this annual celebration, Pope Francis said, “We need to grow in our knowledge and love of the Scriptures and 
of the risen Lord…The Bible belongs above all to those called to hear its message and to recognise 
themselves in its words...The Word of God unites believers and makes them one people.”  Pope Francis 
invites us never to take God’s Word for granted but, instead, to “let ourselves be nourished by it, in order to 
acknowledge and live fully our relationship with Him and with our brothers and sisters”.  
 
 

Pope Francis invites us, therefore, to get to know Christ through deepening our understanding and knowledge 
of the Bible.  Familiarising ourselves with the Word of God before we hear it at Sunday Mass is a good way 
of gaining a better understanding of what God is saying to us in the Scriptures and you may therefore wish to 
consider devoting some sacred time and space each week to taking a look through the Readings each week 
this coming year, in advance of Sunday Mass.  Each week in the newsletter, I give the reference for the Gospel 
reading for the following Sunday, so that you can check it out, either in your bible or on www.catholicbishops.ie. 
 
 

Remember, in the words of Pope Francis: “The Bible is not just a beautiful book to keep on a shelf.  It is the 
Word of life to be sown, a gift that the Risen Jesus asks us to accept in order to have life in His name”.   

 
ST. DAVOGS CLUB  
Draw: The final club members monthly draw for 2020 will take place on Saturday 30th January. The draw for 2021 will 
resume on Saturday 27th February. 
Ladies: The ladies team reached the semi- final in both League and Championship in 2020 In the top flight of football 
within the County. These girls are looking for a Manager/Coach for the coming season-   so of you are interested please  
contact Secretary Sean Byrne on 077 6422 1960, Ann Marie Meehan on  075 9084 8428 or Caroline Mc Hugh if you 
require any further information..  
Sympathy: The committee and members of Aghyaran St Davog’s offer their condolences to the following  families  on 
their recent bereavements -  Damien (Dee) Connolly Castlederg/Aghyaran, Willie Meehan  Castlefin/Castlederg/Laught,  
Kathleen Rushe Ederney/Mullinabreen, Paddy McAteer Carndreen, Mary McCullagh Castlederg/Aghyaran/San 
Francisco, Christopher (Christy) Gillen Ederney/Aghyaran, little Grace Mc Hugh Letterkenny/Mullinabreen, Patsy Mc 
Hugh Belfast/ Aghyaran,  Minnie Mc Hugh Castlederg, Lily Mc Crory (nee Mc Girr) Scotland/Castlederg. Mary Queen of 

the Gael pray for them. 
 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY: 18 – 25 JANUARY:  
THEME, ‘ABIDING IN CHRIST’, based on John 15:1-17: 

 “Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit”.  
 

Heavenly Father, Your Son, Jesus, calls us to abide in Him, as branches of the true vine. 
He calls us to bear the fruit of Your healing and reconciling love.  

He calls us to draw closer to You and to one another, in Christian unity, as we offer this love to the world.  
May Your loving Spirit guide us in responding to the challenges of the call.  

This we ask through Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 


